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Christmas Eve    5:00 pm December 24, 2016 
 

"What keeps the wild Hope of Christmas alive year after year in a world notorious for dashing all 

hopes is the haunting Dream that the Child who was born that day, long ago, may yet be born 

again even in us and our own snow-blind longing for God." - Frederick Buechner  

 

SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

      *The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please remain seated) 
 

One: If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny 

balls, but do not show love, I am just a decorator. 

ALL: If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing 

gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table, but do not show love, I 

am just another cook. 
One: If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give much that I have to 

charity, but do not show love to my neighbor, it profits me nothing.   

ALL: If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and silver bells, attend a myriad of 

holiday parties and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I miss the 

entire point. 

One: Love stops the cooking to hug the child and sets aside the decorating to listen to a friend. 

Love knows that God hides in the interruptions. 

ALL: Love is kind, though harried and tired. Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has 

coordinated Christmas china and table linens. 

One: Love doesn’t yell at folk to get out of the way or lose patience.  Love doesn’t give only to 

those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to those who can’t. 

ALL: Love, as seen in the heart of Mary and Joseph, Love as felt in the vulnerability of 

the tiny Christ Child, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things.  Love never fails.  Electronics, big screen T.V.s and iPhones break, pearl 

necklaces are lost, golf clubs rust.  But giving the gift of Love will endure forever.  

Let us worship in the Spirit of Love!  Let us worship Love Incarnate, God With Us!    

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE The Stillitano Family 
 

Reader: Good evening! On this Christmas Eve we are gathered as God’s people to celebrate 

again what Christ’s coming means to the world. We join with Christians all over the 

world who are celebrating tonight.  

Reader: Here these words from the Gospel of Luke: “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 

afraid: for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.’ Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those who he favors!” (Luke 

2:10, 14) 

Reader: Tonight we relight the four Advent Candles and recall what the good news means.  
 

(Light candles while saying each word: Hope, Peace, Joy, Love) 
 

Reader: Jesus Christ is the greatest Gift who makes all these other gifts possible. So, we light 

the Christ Candle now, as we think about what Christ’s coming means to each one of 

us. (Light the central White Christ Candle) 
 

Reader: Please join with us in our unison prayer: 
 

All: We thank you, God, for Your gift of Jesus Christ to the entire world. We thank 

you that Christ’s coming makes hope, peace, joy, and love possible for every 

person in every nation.  Encourage us to do our part to bring goodwill and peace 

to our families, our churches, our neighborhoods, and the world.  Now let Your 

Spirit put us in touch with You, The Living God, through the words and music 

we hear this evening.  In the name of the infant Christ Child we pray. Amen.  
 

 

HYMN # 147 “Away in a Manger” AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

(Children are invited to come forward during the singing of the Hymn to gather round the 

Manger) 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 
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PRESENTATION OF BABY JESUS 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME    The Gifts We Receive Amanda Borglund & Co. 

  

GIFTING OUR CHILDREN Christmas Ornament Distribution 

 

A CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE: Luke 2: 1-14 Linda Hartley 
  (pew Bible page 832) 

 

CAROL HYMN # 151 “The First Noel” THE FIRST NOEL 

The First Noel, the angel did say, 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel! 
 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far, 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 
 

Refrain 
 

And by the light of that same star 

Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 
 

Refrain 
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

O'er Bethlehem it took it rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 

Refrain 
 

Then entered in those wise men three 

Full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 
 

Refrain 
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A CHRISTMAS EVE LITANY  Hillary Truesdell 
 

Leader: Bless this Holy Night, 

People: for unto us a child is born 

Leader: the very dream of God, 

People: the Word who breaks the silence of despair.  

Leader: Rejoice with all and pray that once again,  

People: the Tent of God will be pitched with us,  

Leader: the Love of God unfolded, 

People: the hope of all the ages born in us tonight. 
 

All: Radiant Child… 

 Prince of Peace… 

 Mighty Love… 

 Herald of Truth… 

 Dream Fulfilled… 

 Wondrous Mystery… 

 Thrilling Story… 

 Morning Star… 

 Glory of God, here among us now! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING Deven Ruberti 

Invitation:  On this most Sacred and Holy of nights, May we open our hearts to the Gift of 

generosity and see first-hand that it is truly in giving that we truly receive.  Let us give us 

Christmas Offering in the name of the Infant Christ Child.  
 

Offertory Anthem             “I Will Carry You (Audrey’s Song)” Todd Smith and Christa Wells 

 

(Deacons will distribute candles during offertory.) 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy Lord of Love and Peace, we bring our gifts before You and place them at the foot of 

Your creche'.  We pray that You will bless and multiply our offerings that they may be used 

by You to bring about Your Reign of Peace and Love upon this earth.  We thank You for 

the Astounding Gift of Your Very Life among us and with us.  We pray this in the name of 

the Infant Christ, In baby Jesus' name.  Amen.   

 

CHRISTMAS CLOSING PRAYER Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

John 1:1-5  
 

(Turn candles on during silent night) 
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*SENDING HYMN #145 “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 

round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light, 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light, 

with the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King; 

Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior, is born. 
 

*CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

(As you leave, please place your candles in the baskets provided.) 

 
*POSTLUDE 

 

Hillary Truesdell is liturgist tonight. 

John and Joan Truesdell are Deacons 

 

 

 
Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

 
 

mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005

